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> Trailer

All we have is our voice
Tenzin
Pema
I’m scared. Which is why I don’t want to
show my face today. I want to say that
we are not criminals. We simply had no
luck and were born as refugees.
A dark stage. Ten Tibetans and five Swiss people sit
there. They are all fighting against the inhumane
situation of Tibetan Sans-Papiers in Switzerland.
Some of them are directly affected by the situation
and others as their mentors. They begin to tell their
story about homesickness, arrest and imprisonment.
They describe asylum accommodations underneath
the earth and absurdities of an undocumented life,
harassment, rejected requests. They share their fears,
anger and powerlessness, as well as their dreams and
hopes. Susanna sums it up: «They’re illegal because
they don’t have papers. But if someone has no papers,
he is not illegal.»
A film which touches and shakes up in its unvarnished
directness.

These 7.5 years I’ve been homesick for
my parents and relatives and I’ve spent
many sleepless nights. The police show
up in our asylum shelter because we are
Sans-Papiers. I am treated like a criminal.

Tsering
Sometimes I think a dog’s life is better
than ours. They have an ID, and we
don’t.
We are like a bird without wings.

Dolkar

Dhardon

Jigme

I’m pregnant. I don’t know what will
happen when my child is born. What
happens to the child? Will it get a
permit? That’s why I’m worried, I don’t
know how to go on.

I have an infant daughter; she is now 
13 months old. I’m scared and have no
idea how to help her grow up. In the
store I can’t buy everything for her.
I can’t support her enough.

In the end, I don’t ask for much, just to
live a normal life in society.

Since the occupation of Tibet in 1950, the Chinese government
has pursued a systematic policy of destroying Tibetan culture.
The Chinese repression against the Tibetan people has resulted
in hundreds of thousands fleeing into exile across the Himalayas
on foot even to Switzerland.
Today, there are about 300 rejected asylum seekers from Tibet
living in Switzerland. Despite integration and job offers, their
hardship application requests are rejected, because they cannot
obtain any identity papers.

